
St. Cecilia Pastoral Council Meeting – July 16, 2015 

In attendance: Fr. Cary, Fr. Mark, Mary, Kevin, Bill, Jack, Andy, Cora, Seona, Michelle 

Minutes approved. 

Last meeting of the fiscal year.  

Evaluation of the different pastoral priorities we had last fiscal year (July 2014 - June 2015): 

What have we accomplished, and what would we like to do for the next fiscal year? 

 

First week of August: state of the parish report to go into the bulletin.  

 Liturgy 

o Improvement’s noticed 

 The change in the placement in the tabernacle has been well received.  

 A number of people have been drawn back to our community. 

 People have been positive about our priests and their homilies. 

 People like the pastor’s corner in the bulletin and on the website. 

 Confessions after Saturday morning have been well received. Starting this 

Saturday, we will have 2 priests during every confession (if our priest in 

residence is available). 

 Cantors using the lectern for the Responsorial Psalm. 

 Updating bathrooms with baby changing station. 

 Our offertory has improved this fiscal year helping to keep the parish within 

budget. 

 Changes to the religious education program have received favorable feedback -- 

allows for family time at church and at home on Sunday’s.  We do have space 

limitations/constraints. 

o Improvement needed 

 Music: hoping that the July 18th music retreat will provide improvements. 

 Sunday 7:30am pre-Mass music is loud and not conducive to preparing for 

Mass.  

 Sunday 12:30pm youth Mass choir has been well received and is growing.  

 Considering adding a Spanish Vigil Mass on Saturday –awaiting vicariate 

approval. This will give more Spanish speakers the chance to attend Mass. 

 Evaluate the need for a 3rd priest. 

 Usher security training workshop training, to be coordinated by John Crocker 

with the Beaverton police, in the fall. 

 New pews will help the liturgical experience. We have received several bids. 

This is tentatively scheduled for the next fiscal year. 



 Installation of a glass window in the confessional room door (at the back of the 

church) for safety reasons. We would also like to remove items being stored in 

the confessional room.  

 Longer term, we would like to assess if there is a way to improve the privacy of 

the existing confessional.   

 We are replacing the carpet in the Adoration Chapel -- it is in poor condition and 

will be replaced with laminate flooring.  

 Parish Center HVAC will be completed this summer. 

 Information/welcome booth for church with basic forms and resources to be 

implemented in the fall.  Holy Trinity has one that is manned and has been very 

successful. There is no room to do this inside the church so we are exploring 

options for outside the church. It would be manned by the greeters aka “hello 

squad.” 

 August 15 at 1pm, St. Cecilia will be conducting a communal wedding for those 

who have never had the opportunity to have a sacramental marriage. This will 

be conducted in Spanish at no cost to the participants.  Reception to follow.  

 Middle and high school programs and confirmations still need additional 

adjustments to make it more appealing to the youth. Currently, confirmation 

preparation will be added to the classroom curriculum in the 8th grade in our 

school. Beyond classroom curriculum, service to the parish is needed.  


